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Abraham and Sarah (Birth of Isaac)

Gen. 17:1, 2, 5, 15-17, 19

“The real interest of the Bible history lies in the glimpses it affords of the spiritual idea unfolding itself in the consciousness of individuals, and in this way reaching out to, and molding the thought of, a nation. Thus, divine Truth came to Abraham as he sat at his door at noonday. An exalted idea of life appeared to him, which his receptive thought, already prepared for the revelation, at once went out to meet, and, bowing himself with his material beliefs of age and material law to the ground, in meekness he entertained the angel—the spiritual sense of being. Man’s sonship with God was then revealed to him, and the son of man was lifted up in his consciousness. It was an angel or message from God that showed this to him. At the same time the spiritual idea of man dawned in some faint degree on the consciousness of Sarah also. She ‘heard’ the message, and when later it returned to and took form in her consciousness, Isaac, the child of promise, was born. The birth of Isaac was not a miracle, but a link in the chain of scientific demonstration. It was part of the gospel ‘preached before’ unto Abraham, as Paul tells us in Galatians. To some extent it may have prepared the thought of the children of Israel to understand the birth of Jesus the Christ; to some extent it may lead our own thought also toward that more spiritual understanding of man which we celebrate on Christmas day” (Cowan 486).
1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. 

“Ninety years old and nine. Ishmael was now thirteen years old, and Abraham probably expected no other heir. But his faith was to be put to a further test.

Almighty is Shadday or Shaddai in Hebrew which means “almighty, most powerful, El Shaddai – the Almighty God” (Gesenius 7706).  Shad means “breast” in Hebrew. 
 
 
One Bible source cites that: “The Latin Vulgate likewise translated Shaddai as ‘Omnipotens’ (from which we get our English word omnipotent).  Jacob’s blessing given in Genesis 49:25 indicates that Shaddai might be related to the word for breasts (shadaim), indicating sufficiency and nourishment” Abraham understood God to mean Father-Mother, masculine and feminine. 
 (http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Names_of_G-d/el.html ).  
 
“Walk before me, and be thou perfect, i.e. always conscious of My presence, and living a pious, whole-hearted, upright life These are the conditions required by God in connection with the covenant about to be made. God, on His part, promises to make Abraham the ancestor of many nations, and to give Canaan to his descendants” (Dummelow 26).

Perfect in Hebrew is tamiym which means “complete, whole, entire, sound, unimpaired, innocent, having integrity, what is complete or entirely in accord with truth and fact” (Gesenius 8549).

“Just as the covenant with Noah is confirmed by the rainbow, the covenant with Abram is attested by three new names. [El Shaddai, Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah] The first is that of God himself, who reveals his name as ‘El Shaddai’ (God Almighty). It is clear that it involved the communication to Abram of some special character in God; for a name to the ancient Hebrew was never merely a name; it was an essential element in the personality of him who bore it, and the communication of a particular name by God indicated that in a special way he was to be known to the man or men to whom the communication was made” (Abingdon 231).
 “almighty God. It is a name of God that seems to have come into use after the flood, being not found in the Scriptures previous to that destructive dispensation, but soon after it, in perhaps the oldest book in the world, that of Job, thirty-one times. . . . It was the name by which He made himself known to the patriarchs, designed to convey the sense of ‘all-sufficient’. . . Nothing was more appropriate or more needful to be kept before the mind of Abram than that the Divine Being, on whose word he relied, was able to do things which seemed above and contrary to nature” (Jamieson 1.151).

 “And be perfect. Upright, sincere in heart, speech and behavior” (Jamieson 1.151).
2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. 

“And I will make my covenant. I will give, execute, or put in operation my covenant. It had been previously made, and the promised blessings are merely reiterated here” (Jamieson 1.151).

5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee. 

“The patriarch’s name in Babylonia had been Abram, meaning, perhaps, ‘exalted father.’ On entering into a new relationship with God by covenant, of which the sign was circumcision, the patriarch received a new name, ‘Abraham.’. . . In commemoration of this event Jewish children receive their name when admitted to the covenant by circumcision . . .” (Dummelow 26).

“A change of name is an advertisement of some new circumstance in the history, rank, or religion of the individual who bears it. . . . There was no way, according to prevailing notions, in which the Divine promise would be so well remembered, and the splendid prospects of the patriarch become more widely known than by giving him and his wife new names, significant of their high destiny. Instead of Abram = Ab or Abba, father, and ram, high, ‘a high father,’ he was to be called Abraham = Ab-rab-hyamon, father of a great multitude; and this has been verified, whether he is considered as the ancestor of the Jews, Arabs, or the Father of the Faithful” (Jamieson 1.151).

“To perpetuate the remembrance of the wonder, the promised seed was to bear the name of Isaac, or ‘laughter.’ Thus, as afterwards, at the outset of the calling of the Gentiles, the name of Saul was changed into Paul—probably after the first-fruits of his ministry, -- so here, at the outset of Israel’s calling, we have three new names, indicative of the power of God, which lay at the root of all, and of the simple faith which received the promise. The heir of the promises was indeed to be the child of Sarah; but over Ishmael also would the Lord watch, and ‘multiply him exceedingly,’ and ‘make him a great nation.’ Ever since those days has the sign of circumcision remained to bear testimony to the covenant with Abraham. On the eighth day, as the first full period of seven has elapsed, a new period is, as it were, to begin; and each Jewish child so circumcised is a living witness to the transaction between God and Abraham more than three thousand years ago” (Edersheim 66).
“Now the Israelites, it should be remembered, were not set apart from the rest of mankind to be the chosen people of God because they were of themselves superior to other mortals, but because of what they possessed of the truth about God and man. Abraham’s discernment that God is Spirit so transformed his nature that he was given a new name; and his spiritual experience marked the beginning of Israel as a nation and as the avenue through which the redemptive truth was to become known to mankind. The patriarch’s perception of spiritual reality set aside material law in the birth of his son Isaac; therefore, it was said that his seed, or the offspring of his enlightened sense of being, were to be ‘called’ or made known through Isaac, and not through the sons born after the beliefs of material sense and its asserted law” (Greenwood 268).

15 And God said unto Abraham, As for Sâr´-ā-ī thy wife, thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 

“Sarah’s name, like Abraham’s, is changed on admission to the covenant. Sarah means ‘princess’: the exact meaning of Sarai is doubtful” (Dummelow 26).
“the etymology of this word [Sarah] is uncertain. The old commentators universally interpreted it ‘my princess;’ and the change of it for another as intimating that, instead of being the princess of a particular tribe, she was to be a princess in the eyes of all mankind” (Jamieson 1.151).
16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of people shall be of her. 

“God’s purposes are gradually made known. A son had been long ago promised to Abraham. Now at length, for the first time, he is informed that it was to be a child of Sarai” (Jamieson 1.151).
17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety years old, bear? 

“It was not the sneer of unbelief, but a smile of delight at the prospect of so improbable an event; he fully believed the word of God; there was humility blended with wonder and joy” (Jamieson 1.151).

“He ‘fell facedown.’. . .This is a sign of deep respect. . . . When Abram hears that God will greatly increase his descendants, he responds with respect and submission. When he hears how God will carry out his plan (through his wife Sarah), his respect spills over into laughter. Abram’s ‘laughter’ is linked to the announcement of the birth of “Isaac” by means of an obvious wordplay: Isaac’s name means ‘laughter’ (yishaq)” (EBC 1.180).

“Some have suggested that Abrahams’ laughter is an expression of joy at hearing the good news of a promised son. The early translations of Genesis rendered v. 17, ‘And Abraham fell on his face and rejoiced.’ Note what Jesus said in John 8:56: ‘Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; and he saw it,  and was glad.” (EBC 1.182).

19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 

“Isaac. i.e. he laughs. The name would recall an event which made Abraham laugh with joy and probably also with wonder” (Dummelow 26). 

“Thus, divine Truth came to Abraham as he sat at his door at noonday. An exalted idea of life appeared to him, which his receptive thought, already prepared for the revelation, at once went out to meet, and, bowing himself with his material beliefs of age and material law to the ground, in meekness he entertained the angel—the spiritual sense of being. Man's sonship with God was then revealed to him, and the son of man was lifted up in his consciousness. It was an angel or message from God that showed this to him. At the same time the spiritual idea of man dawned in some faint degree on the consciousness of Sarah also. She "heard" the message, and when later it returned to and took form in her consciousness, Isaac, the child of promise, was born. The birth of Isaac, was not a miracle, but a link in the chain of scientific demonstration. It was part of the gospel "preached before" unto Abraham, as Paul tells us in Galatians. To some extent it may have prepared the thought of the children of Israel to understand the birth of Jesus the Christ; to some extent it may lead our own thought also toward that more spiritual understanding of man which we celebrate on Christmas day” (The Coming of the Christ, Elizabeth A.M. Cowan, Feb 16, 1918, CSS).  
