
Nineveh 
  
Nineveh was the largest city in the world for some fifty years until, after a bitter period of 
civil war in Assyria itself, it was sacked by a coalition of peoples in 612 B.C.E. Its ruins 
are across the river from the modern-day major city of Mosul, in Iraq. 
  
Nineveh was the flourishing capital of the Assyrian empire (2 Kings 19:36) and was the 
home of King Sennacherib, King of Assyria, during the biblical reign of King Hezekiah 
and the lifetime of Judean prophet Isaiah. As recorded in Hebrew scripture, Nineveh was 
also the place where Sennacherib died at the hands of his two sons, who then fled to the 
vassal land of `rrt Urartu. (Isa. 37:37-38). 
  
The Book of Jonah, set in the days of the Assyrian empire, describes it (Jonah 3:3ff; 4:11) 
as an "exceedingly great city of three days journey in breadth,” whose population at that 
time is given as "more than 120,000.” But it is also possible that it took three days to 
cover all its neighborhoods by walking, which would match the  
size of ancient Nineveh. . . .  
 
The book of Jonah depicts Nineveh as a wicked city worthy of destruction. God sent 
Jonah to preach to the Ninevites of their coming destruction, and they fasted and repented 
because of this. As a result, God spared the city. When Jonah protests against this, God 
states He is showing mercy for the population who are ignorant of the difference between 
right and wrong ("who cannot discern between their right hand and their left hand" and 
the cattle in the city. 
  
Nineveh's repentance and salvation from evil is noted in the Christian biblical canon's 
Gospel of Matthew (12:41) and the Gospel of Luke (11:32). To this day, oriental 
churches of the Middle East commemorate the three days Jonah spent inside the fish 
during the Fast of Nineveh. (Wikipedia) 


