Research:  Healing of the Woman Bowed Over

Luke 13: 11-17

10 And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. 

“This miracle was wrought, unasked, on a woman, in a synagogue, and by all these characteristics was specially interesting to Luke. He alone records it. The narrative falls into two parts-the miracle, and the covert attack of the ruler of the synagogue, with our Lord’s defense” (MacLaren’s Expositions). 

11  And, behold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself.
“Behold, there was a woman . . . .The description indicates the accuracy of the trained observer. The duration of the affliction (as in Acts 9:33), the symptoms of permanent curvature of the spine, the very form of the two participles, bent together. . . . unable to unbend, are all characteristic. The phrase a “spirit of infirmity,” i.e., an evil spirit producing bodily infirmity, implies a diagnosis that the seat of the powerlessness, as in some forms of catalepsy and aphasia, was in the region in which soul and body act and react on each other. The presence of such a sufferer in the synagogue may, perhaps, be held to imply habitual devotion, and therefore the faith that made her receptive of the healing power” (Ellicott’s Commentary, www.biblehub.com).

This woman came to worship in the synagogue. She wanted to be in church. The word infirmity in Greek is astheneia and means she expressed “feebleness of health, weakness of body and soul” (Thayer 80). It says she had a “spirit” of infirmity, maybe a belief of infirmity. The word bowed in Greek is sygkypto and means to “be crooked, bent, under a mental weight, to bend completely over with disease, to be crippled” (Thayer 593). 
Eighteen years is a long time to be in bondage to any physical problem, and her thought was probably filled with the despair of incurability and hopelessness. One commentary said it was a fusion of her spinal joints that could never be healed. 
Luke mentions that she could in no wise lift up herself. The Greek word for “lift up” is anakypto and it means “to lift one’s self up in body or soul” (Thayer 39). This perhaps might indicate the mental nature of the disease, the answer being to lift up the soul or mind to solve the problem.
12  And when Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.

“Jesus saw her …” See in Greek is eido and it means “to perceive with the eyes, to perceive, discern, to turn the mind to, to understand with the mind” (Thayer 173). This is how Jesus saw her. It wasn’t being in Jesus’ presence that healed – it was being in the presence of what he was thinking. How was he viewing this woman mentally?

Mary Baker Eddy says in Science & Health with Key to the Scriptures:
476:32-4

  
                                  Jesus beheld in Science the per-

 
fect man, who appeared to him where sinning mortal

  
man appears to mortals. In this perfect man the Saviour

 
saw God's own likeness, and this correct view of man

  
healed the sick. 
 Jesus called the woman to him, which is very unusual. The woman did not cry out for healing as so many men did in the Gospels.

In the present tense, Jesus tells the woman that she is loosed (apolyo in Greek): “set free, released from captivity” (Thayer 66). Notice that the healing is instantaneous, because she is already free. “Thou art free.” No future tense here; she is already whole. Jesus helps her see it!

“Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.—Better, thou hast been loosed . . . The words were obviously a test of the woman’s faith. Would she, on hearing the words, make the effort to do what she had not done for eighteen years? The verb, it may be noted, is in the perfect. The work of healing was already completed” (Ellicott’s Commentary). 
Material sense ‘sees what it believes.’

Spiritual sense ‘sees what God knows and sees.’ 

13  And he laid his hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

“This story has to do with a physical restoration, but it may well point to something far more significant than the immediate reference. In a real sense, Jesus has enabled woman to stand up with a proper sense of dignity, freedom, and worth. He gave this woman priority over the day, the Sabbath, and over his own security” (Stagg 106).

 “Thou art loosed from thine infirmity - This was a remarkable declaration. It does not appear that the woman "applied" to him for a cure; yet Jesus addressed her, and the disease departed. How clear would be the proofs from such a case that he was the Messiah! And how mighty the power of him that by a word could restore her to health!” (Barnes’ Notes, www.biblehub.com).

“But she was made straight in soul as well as in body, thus giving evidence that Jesus was intent on the deeper cure, of which the bodily cure was but a visible sign. Do we wish to be made whole to glorify God, or to be cured just enough to rid us of discomfort?” (IB 8.242).
S&H 38:10-18

  
    Jesus said: "These signs shall follow them that be-

  
lieve; . . . they shall lay hands on the sick, and they


shall recover." Who believes him? He was addressing

  
his disciples, yet he did not say, "These signs shall follow

  
you," but them — "them that believe" in all time to come. 


Here the word hands is used metaphorically, as in the text,

  
"The right hand of the Lord is exalted." It expresses

  
spiritual power; otherwise the healing could not have


been done spiritually.

Biblically, hands are symbolic of spiritual power and dominion as in the “hand of God.”  

Immediately, she was made straight (anorthoo in Greek), meaning “made erect, to build anew” (Thayer 49). Paul says, “where the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (II Cor 3:17).

No longer is she dominated by the “spirit of infirmity,” but she has complete dominion and freedom through the “spirit of the Lord.”

14And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because that Jesus had healed on the sabbath day, and said unto the people, There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come and be healed, and not on the sabbath day. 

“He considered this a violation of the Sabbath, doing work contrary to the fourth commandment. If he had reasoned aright, he would have seen that he who could perform such a miracle could not be a violator of the law of God” (www.biblehub.com, Barnes’ Notes).
15The Lord then answered him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering? 

“hypocrite! - You condemn "me" for an action, and yet you perform one exactly similar. You condemn "me" for doing to a woman what you do to a beast. To her I have done good on the Sabbath; you provide for your cattle, and yet blame me for working a miracle to relieve a sufferer on that day” (www.biblehub.com, Barnes’ Notes).
16And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the sabbath day? 

“A daughter of Abraham - A descendant of Abraham. She was therefore a Jewess; and the ruler of the synagogue, professing a special regard for the Jewish people, considering them as especially favored of God, should have rejoiced that she was loosed from this infirmity.
“Whom Satan hath bound - Satan is the name given to the prince or leader of evil spirits, called also the devil, Beelzebub, and the old serpent, Matthew 12:24; Revelation 12:9; Revelation 20:2. By his "binding" her is meant that he had inflicted this disease upon her” (www.biblehub.com, Barnes’ Notes).
17And when he had said these things, all his adversaries were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by him. 

“Adversaries - The ruler of the synagogue, and those who felt as he did.
“All the people - The persons who attended the synagogue, and who had witnessed the miracle. It is to be remarked:

“1. That those who opposed Christ were chiefly the "rulers." They had an "interest" in doing it. Their popularity was at stake. They were afraid that he would draw off the people from them.

“2. The common people heard him gladly. Many of them believed in him. The condition of the poor, and of those in humble life, is by far the most favorable for religion, and most of the disciples of Jesus have been found there” (www.biblehub.com, Barnes’ Notes).
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