
Water	  gate:	  
	  
Nehemiah 3:26 (Now the Nethinim lived in Ophel, to the place over against the water 
gate toward the east, and the tower that stands out.) 

Nehemiah 8:1 All the people gathered themselves together as one man into the broad 
place that was before the water gate; and they spoke to Ezra the scribe to bring the book 
of the law of Moses, which Yahweh had commanded to Israel. 

Nehemiah 8:3 He read therein before the broad place that was before the water gate from 
early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women, and of those who 
could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 

Nehemiah 8:16 So the people went forth, and brought them, and made themselves booths, 
everyone on the roof of his house, and in their courts, and in the courts of the house of 
God, and in the broad place of the water gate, and in the broad place of the gate of 
Ephraim. 

Nehemiah 12:37 By the spring gate, and straight before them, they went up by the stairs 
of the city of David, at the ascent of the wall, above the house of David, even to the water 
gate eastward. 

Nehemiah 8:1-18 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah take us back to a wonderful time of spiritual revival, 
when a remnant of the people of God returned from the Babylonian captivity to the land 
which God had promised to the descendants of Abraham. Isaac and Jacob. They returned 
to Jerusalem, the place where the LORD chose to make His Name abide, in order to 
restore the temple worship and to rebuild the city.  

The order in which this was undertaken is very interesting, indeed. From a human point 
of view it would have been a matter of logic to start from the outside, that is, with the city 
wall and then to proceed with the restoration of the temple. But they did exactly the 
opposite: they started from within. They started with the centre of worship and rebuilt the 
altar on its foundations, then they laid the foundation of the temple, which, thanks to the 
actions of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, was completed after a long interruption 
and much opposition. Finally, in the days of Nehemiah, work on the walls and city gates 
was started, and Nehemiah saw the success of his efforts when Jerusalem's walls were 
consecrated with music and singing (Neh. 12). 

However, there is yet another important feature of this time of return and revival: a 
renewed interest in the Word of God. God's Word was granted its due place and its light 
was put on the lampstand again. In Nehemiah 8 we see a people gathered around the 
Word and listening attentively to its message. No one was missing. All the people had 
gathered like one man and during many hours they listened to the law being read. The 
ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law (Neh. 8:3). So the return of the 



remnant to Jerusalem was at the same time a return to God's Word and will. The people 
woke up when they heard the trumpet-call of God's Word. 

In all this Ezra the scribe played an important role (cf. Ezra 7:10). He came to the fore in 
order to put the Word of God before the Israelites, so that it might get their full attention 
and be impressed upon their hearts. It is also important to note the place and the time of 
gathering of the people to hear the reading of the Word, as these circumstances were in 
perfect harmony with the purpose of the meeting. It took place on the square in front of 
the Water Gate, which speaks of the cleansing work of the Word of God (cf. John 15:3; 
Eph. 5:26). The gate was also the place where justice was administered and oaths were 
taken. 

So metaphorically speaking, the people put themselves under the authority of the Word 
and subjected themselves to the washing of water by the Word. And they gathered in 
front of the Water Gate on the first day of the seventh month (vv.l-2), which was an 
important day in the cycle of annual feasts as it marked the beginning of the final series 
of feasts after the ingathering of the harvest . . .	  On	  this	  first	  day	  of	  the	  seventh	  month	  
the	  Word	  of	  God	  got	  a	  prominent	  place	  in	  the	  midst	  of	  God's	  people.	  A	  platform	  of	  
wood	  was	  made	  for	  Ezra	  and	  his	  assistants,	  and	  all	  the	  people	  stood	  up	  in	  reverence	  
when	  the	  book	  of	  the	  law	  was	  opened	  (v.5).	  Everyone	  witnessed	  this	  solemn	  act	  and	  
then	  they	  humbly	  bowed	  with	  their	  faces	  to	  the	  ground	  (v.6).	  
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