
Word Study for Bible Lesson on  “Doctrine of Atonement” 
 
DOCTRINE:  
 
didaskalia:  instruction (the function of information); doctrine, learning, teaching 
(Strong’s 1319, Accordance). 
 

1. teaching, instruction, that we might be taught 
2. that which is taught, doctrine 

 
(Thayer 1319, Accordance). 
 
 
Doctrine: from Webster’s 1828 Dictionary 
 

1. in a general sense, whatever is taught. A principle or position in any science; 
whatever is laid down as true by an instructor or master. 

2. The act of teaching 
3. Learning; knowledge 
4. The truths of the gospel in general 
5. Instruction and confirmation in the truths of the gospel. 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 
ATONEMENT:  
 
Old Testament Hebrew: 
 
Kafar: to expiate or condone, to cancel, appease, make an atonement, cleanse, 
forgive, be merciful, pacify, pardon, purge, reconcile. (Strong’s 3722, Accordance). 
 
 
Atonement from Webster’s 1828 Dictionary 
 

1. agreement; concord; reconciliation after controversy 
2. expiation; satisfaction or reparation made by giving an equivalent for an 

injury or suffering 
3. in theology, the expiation of sin made by the obedience and personal 

sufferings of Christ 
 
Atonement from Dictionary.com (www.onelook.com) 
 

1. satisfaction or reparation for a wrong or injury; amends 
2. Theology. The doctrine concerning the reconciliation of God and humankind, 

especially as accomplished through the life, suffering, and death of Christ. 

http://www.onelook.com/


3. Christian Science. The experience of humankind’s unity with God exemplified 
by Jesus Christ. The state in which the attributes of God are exemplified in 
man. 

4. Reconciliation; agreement 
 
Origin 1505-15; from phrase at one -  in harmony +ment, meaning unity in Middle 
English. Meaning “reconciliation” (especially of sinners with God) is from 1520’s; 
that of “propitiation of an offended party” is from 1610’s.  
______________________________________________ 
 
Excerpt from Easton’s Bible Dictionary 1897:   Atonement does not occur in the 
Authorized Version of the New Testament except in Rom. 5:11, where in the Revised 
Version the word “reconciliation” is used. In the Old Testament it is of frequent 
occurrence. The meaning of the word is simply at-one-ment, i.e., the state of being 
one or being reconciled, so that atonement is reconciliation. Thus it is used to 
denote the effect which flows from the death of Christ.  
 
But the word is also used to denote that by which this reconciliation is brought 
about, viz., the death of Christ itself; and when so used it means satisfaction, and in 
this sense to make an atonement for one is to make satisfaction for his offences (Ex. 
32:30; Lev. 4:26; 5:16; Num. 6:11).  
 

 
 
 


